E728

his community. And his vision and determina-
tion help enrich his flock and his city with com-
munity initiatives and charitable activities.

After 20 years, Pastor Roberson is an un-
disputed community leader in Lake County as
well as a respected a faith leader. The breadth
of his work in the community has drawn many
accolades and much recognition, including
awards from the city and the College of Lake
County and recognition from the lllinois Gen-
eral Assembly.

Leaders like Pastor Roberson ensure our
communities remain close and strong and fo-
cused, in common purpose, on giving back
and helping out. Congratulations again to Pas-
tor Roberson on 20 years with First Corinthian
Missionary Baptist Church. | look forward to
many future successes for many years to
come.

———————

AMERICAN RESEARCH AND
COMPETITIVENESS ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 4438. This bill is the
exact opposite of the fiscal conservatism
which has been preached by the G.O.P.

H.R. 4438, the American Research and
Competitiveness Act, permanently extends the
research and development tax credit that ex-
pired at the end of 2013, but modifies the
credit to make it simpler to calculate.

| think we can all agree that on the merits,
the R&D Tax Credit is one of the most prac-
tical, useful, and well-subscribed tax credits.
Not only do large multinationals and many
small research facilities use it; but numerous
universities, including the University of Hous-
ton, the University of Texas, Texas Southern
University, Texas A&M, and Texas Tech,
among others, also take advantage of this job-
producing credit.

Yet, the Republicans hypocritically failed to
do something which they usually love to take
credit for—and that is—to PAY for the bill by
including an offset.

It provides no offset for the cost, which the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates would reduce revenues by $156 billion
over 10 years. This bill is the first in a series
of individual tax “extenders” that | understand
the Republican House leadership intends to
consider. And make no mistake, this bill, and
the others likely to follow, blow a hole in the
deficit. Though at some point in the near fu-
ture, President Obama will somehow be
blamed for this.

This is a textbook example of Congress
picking winners and losers.

Many of us support the R&D tax credit but
there is no excuse for not offsetting the cost
of the bill, noting that permanently extending
the R&D credit and five other tax provisions
that GOP leaders want to act on would add
$310 billion to the deficit.

Two years ago my Republican colleagues
managed to hijack the legislative process and
increase the federal budget deficit by insisting
on an extension of the Bush Tax Cuts, origi-
nally enacted in 2001 and 2003.

These tax cuts cost $1 trillion a year to ex-
tend and while many are critical to individuals
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and businesses, the fact remains that if we
are going to have a serious discussion about
tax reform and balancing the budget, Con-
gress cannot simply ignore the other side of
the ledger: revenues. In addition, Congress
cannot and should not be in the business of
picking winners and losers.

Again, it is “hypocritical” that our Repub-
lican friends won't offset the R&D credit but let
emergency unemployment insurance for the
long-term unemployed expire because they
claim that we could not find an offset that they
would support.

| ask my colleagues to reject this bill and
end this partisan lawmaking.

————

RECOGNIZING MIKE GRECO

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure and admiration that | stand before
you today to honor Mr. Michele “Mike” Greco
for his more than 60 years of outstanding
commitment to The Bronx and to my congres-
sional district. Michele, better known as Mike,
has consistently been a commendable contrib-
utor to The Bronx community, and stands as
a living example of true commitment, citizen-
ship, and good service to the community.

Michele Greco left the small town of
Mendicino in Calabria, ltaly in 1949, and immi-
grated to the Arthur Avenue section of The
Bronx. While not a native member of the com-
munity, Mike has grown to embody all of the
best characteristics of our community, and |
am proud to call him a colleague in service,
and even more proud to call him a friend.

Mike has grown to be an invaluable member
of the community whose dedication to the
neighborhood can be seen through all facets
of his work.

Today, at 85 years young, Mike’s commit-
ment is shown through his opening of The
Bronx’s favorite neighborhood deli, Mike’s
Deli. For New York City residents, having a
neighborhood staple open for business day in
and day out serves as a steady reminder that
there is always someone in our community
here to help, and for many people, that some-
one is Mike.

Mike Greco has dedicated himself to pro-
moting his neighborhood’s rich Italian heritage,
and to tirelessly demonstrating his love for
The Bronx and all it has to offer. Most impor-
tantly, this gentleman serves as an out-
standing example of how one person’s lifelong
work can leave such a permanent mark in the
hearts and minds of so many.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mike Greco for his remarkable dedi-
cation to improving The Bronx, and sharing its
wonders with visitors and residents alike.

May 9, 2014

RECOGNIZING THE U.S. BORDER
PATROL’S 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the United States Bor-
der Patrol’s 90th anniversary of its founding.

First established as the Mounted Guard,
founding members came from a large number
of disparate groups that included Texas Rang-
ers, sheriffs, and deputized cowboys who pa-
trolled the Texas frontier looking for smug-
glers, rustlers, and people illegally entering the
United States.

A Department of Labor Appropriation Act on
May 28, 1924, formally established the U.S.
Border Patrol with an initial force of 450 Patrol
Inspectors, each patrolman responsible for fur-
nishing his own horse.

Prohibition radically changed the role of the
early Border Patrol due to the rampant smug-
gling of alcohol across the borders. As a re-
sult, a formal training regime was initiated for
this young organization at Camp Chigas in El
Paso, Texas.

In August 1942, the Border Patrol’'s emblem
was officially designated with a circular solid
navy blue background surrounded by yellow
with the continental United States centered in
the middle with the words “U.S. BORDER PA-
TROL” embossed in yellow on top, becoming
a highly recognizable emblem worldwide.

The original emblem is still in use and is
worn proudly by the men and women of the
Border Patrol on all of their uniforms. The
motto of the U.S. Border Patrol, “Honor First,”
grew out of the dedication and actions of the
first men who called themselves U.S. Border
Patrol Inspectors, later to be known as U.S.
Border Patrol Agents.

In the past 90 years, Border Patrol Agents
have enforced our Nation’s immigration laws,
provided border security, responded to civil
disturbances, acted as air marshals, assisted
State and local law enforcement, trained for-
eign officers, and provided humanitarian as-
sistance. The present force of over 21,000
agents, located in 139 stations within 20 sec-
tors across the southern and northern borders
has been given an immense responsibility—
protecting more than 8,000 miles of inter-
national land and water boundaries.

Whether dealing with the problem of illegal
immigration or facing the threat of international
terrorism, Border Patrol agents continue to be
known for their dedication to duty, integrity, in-
genuity, and rugged determination.

The threats have changed over the years
but their commitment to the mission has re-
mained steadfast. For nearly one hundred
years, they have protected the Nation’s bor-
ders in unforgiving terrain against all who
would do us harm.

Let us never forget the dangerous nature of
this work—118 agents and pilots have given
their lives in the line of duty.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, | want to
commend the men and women of the Border
Patrol for their many years of service and wish
them a happy 90th anniversary.

Honor First.
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